ONE WORLD: TWO WARS
(October 10, 1939—December 7, 1941)
the opening months of the war in Europe gave all Japanese an
uneasy time* Those who did not fear Germany feared Russia.
Hope for any understanding with the United States dwindled, though
efforts to patch up an understanding took on a new lease of life. But
with the fall of France the die was cast. Relations with the United
States had gone from bad to worse. Britain appeared to be on the
verge of defeat. French Indo-China and the Dutch East Indies
lay defenceless to the south, while a neutral but feverishly arming
Russia looked with increasing concern to the east. If only to get
the jump on the Germans, the Japanese determined to concentrate
for a while on southward expansion. At the end of September, 1940,
Japan entered the Axis as a full-fledged partner. This move had
two main purposes. One was to promote southward expansion. The
other was to serve notice on the United States that war between
America and Germany would also lead to war between America
and Japan. The United States refused to be intimidated and con-
tinued its firm stand against aggression in the Far East. War between
the two countries thus, at the end, became inevitable, and Japan
struck at Pearl Harbour.
THE CRISIS PERIOD BEGINS
October 10,1939
On the job once more and quite ready for it. I feel very fit and
keen to get going again.
The voyage on the Tatsuta Maru was, according to the captain, the
smoothest he had ever encountered on the Pacific, and during the
last several days the sea was like a quiet lake.
The Embassy looked more lovely than ever and, of course, was
chockablock with gorgeous gifts of flowers. The faithful staff were
at the door, beaming their welcome* The very first thing Alice did
was to telephone to Madame de Romer, the Polish Ambassadress, to
ask to come to see her; she said she had been seeing nobody but
would receive Alice, and was obviously touched. I did the same to the
Polish Ambassador, and said that I wanted to come to see him before
any of the other colleagues*
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